Page One

News

Bhe Arizona Bailp Star

Tucson, Sunday, March 31, 1985

| iberated mexicana’ electorally repressed

~——

Women find positions
of ‘real power’ shut

Cutizens of the Mexican state of
Sonovra, which borders Arizona,
will vote July 7 to choose a new
governor. The race could be the
strongest challenge to Mexico's
ruling party in more than five dec.
ades.

By Keith Rosenblum
The Arizona Daily Star

HERMOSILLO — She is, in many
ways, politically liberated. But the
Mexic: nan, in what amounts to
2 ma: ontradictions, is also
electora.repressed.

This city, the capital of Sonora
and by far the largest in the state,
was run by a woman mayor from
1979 to 1982. Many people believe
that the ruling party would have cho-

Men are absolutely afraid
of sharing any power with
us. By her nature, the
woman is a better, more
compassionate leader,
harder to corrupt, more up-
standing, more righteous.

"

sen the former mayor, Alicia Are-
llano de Pavlovich, as its gubermato-
rial candidate this year if President
Miguel de la Madrid Hurtado had not
personally intervened and selected a
longtime Mexico City bureaucrat
and Cabinet member.

In this state's border region,
women from Partido Revolucionarnio
de los Trabajadores, a Trotskyite
party, dominate a unionization ef-
fort at *°  owned assembly plants,
or ma ras.

Statewiue, as nationally, women
in the Partido Revolucionario Insti-
tucional (PRI) are extremely well-
organized. ANFER, the acronym for
PRI's female interests seclion,
brings together wealthy, U.S.-edu-
cated women and illiterate daugh-
ters of campesinos.

Women vote, and they vote in
large numbers. In the last state elec-
tion, women constituted 62 percent
of the total tumout

That would be a sizable vote in
this year's election in which 600,000
to 800,000 persons are eligible to cast
ballots

Sull, the accomplishments must
be juxtaposed with some stark reah
ues

Women have been voting in Mex
ico for only 32 vears and, n the

words of an ANFER member here,
‘“We are supposed to concermn our-
selves with the domestic, charitable
and mundane day-to-day matters.”

In the nation's history, one woman
has run for president (the leftist Par-
tido Revolucionario de los Trabaja-
dores, in 1882); one woman has been
elected governor of a state (Co-
lima); and only one of de la Madrid's
Cabinet members is a woman.

When PRI announced its candi-
dates for the nation's Camara de
Deputados, or House of Representa-
tives, three weeks ago, only 26 of the
300 candidates, all virtual shoo-ins,
were women. (Two of 100 U.S. sena-
tors and 22 of 435 U.S. representa-
tives are women.)

In Sonora, only two of 24 state
deputies and two of 63 PRI candi-
dates for presidencias of municipios
similar to counties or townships, are
women. (In Arizona, three of 30 sen-
ators and 14 of 60 representatives
are women.

“‘Only a few positions of real
power are opening up for women,"
says Regina Cortina, a Stanford
graduate student whose doctoral dis-
sertation deals with power-gender
correlations of teachers in Mexico.

‘‘Participation in politics has not
carried women into elected posts."

Irma Guadalupe Huerta, who rep-
resents women in the PRI's worker
section, is more blunt:

‘‘Men are absolutely afraid of
sharing any power with us: By her
nature, the woman is a better, more
compassionate leader, harder to cor-
rupt, more upstanding, more right
eous."
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Though women don't appear
much on the ballot, history shows it
would be wrong to attribute that to
political apathy

Latin American women have a
greater legacy in the determination
of their nationhood than American
women do, scholars say

Jean Jaquette, a political science
professor at Occidental College in
Los Angeles, says mexicanas fought
alongside men 1n the country's varni-
ous revolutions

She added, **Most Latin Amencan
countries, and even European na-
tions as well, have very dramatic
chapters involving women to look
back at. Who do we look back at
from our Revolution? Betsy Ross,
perhaps.™

Women were active in founding
PRI, often considered the envy of
political parties throughout Latin
America, 20 years before they had
the nght to vote The women's seq
aon, Asocuicion Fememl Revolu
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Women distribute clothing, blankets and construction materials in Guaymas following last January's flooding

cionaria, continues today Lo be a vig-
orous propaganda organ of the
56-year-old party.

ANFER holds weekly ideology
meetings throughout Sonora and the
country, and also offers a series of
cultural educational, and recreation
workshops. While a *‘mixed"’ branch
of the PRI will sponsor a karate
champlonship or swap meet.
ANFER holds sewing classes, nutri-
tion seminars, and even hair-styling
clinics.

Funding for such projects is never
disclosed Tn_any detail._Lorenzo
Meyer, a Colegio de Mexico profes-
sor_says, *‘Everyone knows
S S

trination classes specifically for
women, but none begins to compare
with PRI's.

Emestina Quinterv Armienta, 4
Partido Accion Nacional (PAN) cin
didate for a federal deputy seat from
this region, says, ““Women are the
ones who say, ‘I have more pesos
this year but I'm able to do much
less with them — and | have the
responsibility to act on this **
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Who are the hive most powerful
women 1n Mexico today”

[he question 1s asked al [0 women
of different pohtical parties, nd th
following names are the peocang
choees

he PRI

o [rma Cue de Duarte, PRI secre-
tary general, the second most pow-
erful position in the party. Her name
is even mentioned as a presidential
possibility for 1988.

o Hilda Anderson Nevarez, direc-

tor of ANFER and-a regional leader
of the Confederacion de Trabaja-
dores Mexicanos, the 5 million
strong nationwide labor union.

e Gnselda Alvarez, governor of
Colima.

e Yolanda Senties de Ballesteros,
secretary general of ANFER's na-
tional executite committee and a
senator from the state of Mexico

e Mana lLavalle Urbina, senator
from Campeche and formerly a fed
eral deputy
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Mexican women have been
guarantecd equal nghts — some-

thing that has not happened as yet in
the Umited States. But in practice,
the womin who deviates from trad
tional rules faces u tough battle and
may even be ostracized

In keeping with traditions, the
wife of whoever 1s chosen (o be gov-
ernor automatically becomes presi
dent of Desarollo Integral de la Fa
miha. a publicly funded social
welfare agency  For the sixeyear
term of the governorship. she will b
photographad extensively with chil
dren, invalids, and ansts not pali
ferans, businessmen o anion lead
S

Next Sunday . How to cover a
Mexican campaign



