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MEXICAN ELECTIONS

Mexico’s ruling party braces for tough test

Continued from 1A.
precedented electoral gains. The
conservative PAN has grown signif-
icantly in the past two years, as vot-
ers hard-hit by the country’s deep
economic problems look for politi-
cal alternatives. The PRI can no
longer maintain a monopoly on po-
litical control in Mexico, say PAN
members.

“Mexico is like a man still wear-
ing the pants he wore as a 3-year-old
hoy. The boy kept growing and

owing, and now the clothes no

ger fit,” said the PAN's Fran-

“s—et_.0 Barrio Terrazas, mayor of

Ciudad Juarez, the largest city in
Mexico headed by the opposition

Meanwhile, anxious PRI leaders
warn voters against the temptation
to political experimentation with a
group largely untested in its leader-
ship. “We shouldn't attempt to do
things we've never tried because of
a 2-year-old (economic) crisis. This
could endanger our sovereignty,”
said Felix Valdes.

The PAN's challenge to the PRI
has been gaining strength for sev-
eral years, as the PAN has won more
local offices and broadened its base
of support.

Once considered the party of the
upper class, the PAN recently has
drawn more support from middle-
and working<class Mexicans frus-
trated by the continuing economic
crisis. It has become particularly
strong in northern Mexico, where
residents are more conservative
and enjoy a higher standard of liv-
ing than in the rest of the country.

" 783, the PAN won an unprece-
di ) mayoral and state legisla-
ti\v.ions, all in the north. Now,
all eyes are looking toward the July
7 elections.

“There is no question that this is
a historically important election,”
said Donald Wyman of the Center
for United States-Mexican Studies at

I have seen an opposition party
have a real chance to win a guber-

natorial election,” Sinkin said.
“Sonora is really a problem for
the PRI," he said. “They face a tre-
di dilemma. They have to

the University of California, San Di-
ego. “Whether this whole thing be-
comes a serious crisis really de-
pends on many things — the out-
come of the election, the reaction of
the opposition, and most import-
antly, the reaction of the adminis-
tration.”
As in the past, the PRI should
win easily in most of the races. But
Tlough contests are ahead in the
torthern border states — particu-

“~1arly in the governor’s races in the

states of Sonora and Nuevo Leon —
as well as in some congressional
districts.

The greatest attention has
focused on the contest between the
PAN's Rosas and the PRI's Felix
Valdes for governor of Sonora. The
PRI has never lost a governorship,
and never before has an opposition
party had such a good chance of
winning one, analysts say.

The national PRI spokesman,
Juan Saldana Rosell, says bluntly
that “there doesn't exist any possi-
bilitv that they (PAN) could win a
er tship." But others disagree.

\ ‘0 decades of observing the
colrmery, it is certainly the first time

make a choice between allowing an
opposition party into the governor-
ship and outright stealing the elec-
tion.”

The possibility of election fraud
makes the race all the more dra-
matic. There is a long tradition of
voter fraud in Mexico. And no one
doubts that the PRI has the power to
steal the election — either by chi-
canery at the ballot boxes or simply
by ignoring the outcome and de-
claring itself the winner,

But Mexican President Miguel
de la Madrid has sweetened his eco-
nomic austerity program with a
pledge to provide a “moral renova-
tion" of the corruption-ridden gov-
ernment. And that pledge extends
to the electoral process.

“Mexico has always been called a
‘controlled democracy’ or a ‘guided
democracy’ or a ‘limited
democracy,’ " said Sinkin. “De la
Madrid has called for the creation
of a ‘democracy without

adjectives.' " .

To that end, in hopes of winning
elections honestly, the PRI has
fielded the highest-quality candi-
dates in many years and is cam-
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paigning  with  unprecedented
vigor, analysts said. Jorge Trevino
Martinez, the PRI candidate in a
close race for governor of Nuevo
Leon, said, “We have the majority,
and we'll prove it in July — and
we'll do everything cleanly!”

De la Madrid said in a speech
earlier this month: "We do not need
frauds or compromises to present
electoral triumphs to ourselves and
the Mexican people. The PRI has ev-
erything it needs to achieve a legiti-
mate, clean victory in the coming
elections.”

The election fraud problem be-
came even thornier for the PRI in
recent months as traditionally
peaceful PAN supporters staged vio-
lent demonstrations in Piedras
Negras and other northern cities to
protest alleged fraud in December
municipal elections. Analysts said
the demonstrations were calculated
to attract U.S. media attention to the
coming elections and to signal the
PRI that the days of politics-as-usual
are over.

“The PAN appears reluctant to
play by the rules of the game that
once ruled Mexican politics,” said
Wyman of the Center for United
States-Mexican Studies. “The rules
by which PAN played in the past
were to participate in elections, to
stage weak protests over the out-
come and then to go on being the
loyal opposition. The incidents in
northern Mexico suggest it is
unwilling to be a quiescent opposi-
tion any longer."”

More violence is almost inevita-
ble, analysts said, if PAN supporters
perceive fraud in the summer elec-
tions. “I think it is a powder keg
right now,"” said Estevan T Flores,
director of Mexican studies at
Southern Methodist University.

“The initial PAN victories pro-
vided people with some hope that
more changes can be made,” he
said. “When the changes aren't
forthcoming because of fraud, you
have a natural powder keg.”

Observers in Mexico and the
United States are quick to say that
the conflict between the PAN and
the PRI does not threaten either the
PRI's S6-year grip on politics or the
country's stability. Nor, they say,
does it have the potential to spark
widespread violence; the PRI has
successfully repressed all outbreaks
of violence in the past.

Mexico is celebrating the 75th
anniversary of the Mexican Revolu-
tion this year, and memories of the
bloody conflict are still vivid. “That
is why no one is proposing violence
acaenlntinn tnday " ecaid Dakhla Dew o

An Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) rally in Cadereyta, Nuevo Leon.
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“The Dallas Morning News: Juan Garcia

The Dalias Morning News: Juan Garcia

Escamillo de la Rosas Lopez holds up a sign bearing the
acronym for an oil workers’ union at a rally for Jorge Tre-
vino Martinez, a candidate for governor of the state of

Nuevo Leon in Mexico.

And some PAN members are
breaking with the party's tradition
to openly support the use of vio-
lence. "I sanction it. If someone
steals my vote, I have the moral
right to defend it." said Eugenio
Elorduy, a PAN official who ran for
mayor of Mexicali last year and be-
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Susan Kaufman Purcell, director of
the Latin American Program at the
Council on Foreign Relations in
New York.

The PRI national spokesman, Sal-
dana, acknowledges the importance
of the July 7 elections, which come
midway through de la Madrid's six-
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than the long-term problem of al-
lowing the PAN to control Sonora
for six years,” said Sinkin, an asso-
ciate professor of Latin American
history at the University of Texas.

“In Mexico, the system operates
through the governors. The presi-
dent and the Cabinet make deci-
sions, and those decisions are im-
plemented through the governors.
There is no tradition for the gov-
ernment to work through an oppo-
sition governor,” Sinkin said.

Not everyone thinks the PRI will
use fraud. Jorge Bustamante, direc-
tor of the Center for Border Studies
of Northern Mexico in Tijuana, said
he believes the PRI has made a gen-
uine commitment to abide by the
popular vote. And he cites previous
PAN victories as evidence.

“I'm not suggesting by any
means that there hasn’t been any
fraud in Mexico,” he said. “But
what I see is a new trend. The trend
is toward more clear respect for the
results of elections. I'm sure PRI has
regretted the outcome of some elec-
tions, but I think they respect the
facts of life. Logic says this trend
will continue.”

Most analysts agree that the po-
litical impact of the July elections
Wi, greatest if the PAN wins a
governorship. “ e president de-
“cides that he is willing o Iet one of lEoeoneo
these states go to the opposition,
mn—pmm—fﬁ;m
e e I Mexleo” s Torents.

eFer, a ﬁlitical scientist_at_El

olegio de Mexico. If otherwise, as
suspect, the results favor the gov-
STRMTERT ther T will be oSt one”

€ection among so many oth-

€erst

Even if the PAN does not win a
gubernatorial race, however, the
election could have an impact on
the government if election fraud is
suspected, analysts said.

“If the PAN actually wins and
the government does not recognize
the victory, a new kind of political
crisis could develop,” said Rolando
Cordera, a leader of one of Mexico's
leftist parties and a professor of po-
litical economics at the National
Autonomous University of Mexico.
“There could be a de-legitimization
of elections in general. There could
be a general loss of confidence in
the system."

Meyer said: “In the long run, the
opposition is_going _to_be more
determined and have a more nega-
{ive-atiTade Toward The Syston.
THEy Wil Tose even Furtheit toars
possible, an usions_about the
electoral process.”

Peter H. Smith, a professor of po-
litical science at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, said it is
important not to overestimate the
importance of the PAN's growth.

“It is an interesting shift, but it
doesn't herald a massive transfor-
mation in the political system. Even
if the PAN were to do very well, in-
cluding winning the governorship
of Sonora, that doesn't make it a na-
tional threat to PRI That doesn't
create a two-party system. I think
the bigger question is not whether
the PAN wins, but how the PRI re-
sponds,” he said.

Even the PAN does not envision
its growth ever evolving into a two-
party system. “We're not striving to
create such a system,” but rather to
become a viable opposition party,
said PAN President Madero.

Bustamante said he believes the
greatest impact of the '85 elections
will not be measured in the for-
tunes of either political party but in
terms of renewed voter interest and
a new accountability in the Mexi-
can government. “That is the main
impact of these elections — public
administration being more account-
able to the people. That is irreversi-
ble.” he said.

And indeed, across Mexico, in
peasant villages and sprawling cit-
ies. political campaigns carry a new
urgency, a heightened sense of
drama.

In northern Sonora, the PRI's Fe-
lix Valdes meets with farmers and
reminds them that their lush vine-
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