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Letter from Mexico
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his office in the Los sident
“compound:*A few Hours later; ‘an-as
-sassin would. shoot and kill'Luis.
Donaldo. Colosio: Murrieta, the presi-
.dential” .candidate of the. .ruling
Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI)
and Salinas’s friend; protégé and like-
-~ ly successor. But as he spoke with for- -
eign reporters that sunny afternoon,” §
Salinas was blissfilly unaware of the - §#4
cataclysm to come. The president - 88
talked proudly about his efforts to ele- - I8
vate Mexico from.the Third World,
about the accomplishments of free
trade with Canada and the United ... s
States, about the work: that remained
-to make Mexico'a modern democra- -

). In politics, even a few days can be an eterni-
f Colosio,.Salinas’s reputation——already” tar-
ecession and the Chiapas revolt—was in tat
that Colosio’s killer may have had help—the:
special investigator now claims that at least

nment-appoinied special inve . : gk
seven people took part in the murder—only made the conspiracy ad- -

- 'vocates‘more
"+ hind it all: : e _
* If Salinas’s reputation was sullied, so, too, was the reputation of the
country that he had tried to remake. Mérico bronco, the newspapers
claimed after the assassination, had reasserted itself. The phrase de-
notes a wild and rough-edged Mexico, the Mexico of Pancho Villa
and more than a century of war and revolution. In the country’s first
30 years,.50 successive governments tried to'rule it. More than half

nvinced that the country’s governing elite were be-
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its territory was lost in war to the United States. Assassination and

execution were the accepted mechanisms of political change. “They
had almost 100 years of continuous revolution,” said Don Mackay, a
diplomat at the Canadian Embassy. “They lost one-fifth of the popula-
“tion. In Canada and the United States, we have short memories. But
- in Mexico, they have very long memories.”

They are memories of a past that Mexico has worked hard to leave

- behind, taking pride in the stability that the PRI has brought in the
. past 65 years, since it was founded in the wake of the country’s last
" high-level political assassination. Now, suddenly, in the course of

- less than three months, the tumultuous past seems to have come

‘back. In Mexico’s psychic geography, it had slid back towards Latin

- America from its toehold as a North American nation.. .- -7

Business executives have éxpressed confidence: that Mexico will
in a ‘pla “investment, despité the recent troubles. “T

merce. But if Clark is wrong—there
are more than four months to go be-
fore the Aug. 21 presidential election
+'and the trouble in Chiapas is far from
;¢ settled—then Mexico’s hope for con-
S - tinued stability will fade, as will its
hopes for prosperity.. - -7 <
4Th

among the poor of rural Mexico.
While - the government claims
progress in bringing potable water,
education and new roads to millions,
there remain two distinct Mexicos.
There is the Mexico of the quiet, tree-
lined streets in the capital’s Polanco
district where the Canadian Embassy
is located and of the smart shops and
international hotels in the Zona Rosa.
The second Mexico is found on the
aces of the street kids in Chiapas
“zwho shiine shoes for two pesos, or of
the Indian woman in Mexico City-
who leaves her baby sleeping on a
“ blanket on a dusty piece of the medi-

the street. " -
" Rev. Pab o, .
nan rights centre of the Roman
atholic Church in San Cristébal de

the cleavage, between the two Mexicos is incredible,” said Meyer. -
- In the early days of the negotiations that would lead to the North
* American Free Trade Agreement, Salinas told Maclean’s that it
~would take a generation for the benefits of free trade to work
" through the system. While introducing economic reforms, Salinas
" has moved far more cautiously on political reforms that might under-

"mine the PRI and his power base, as happened in the Soviet Union
under Mikhail Gorbachev. But in the final months of his presidency,

Salinas is discovering how difficult such a juggling act is, and how

impatient Mexicans can be.

- WARREN CARAGATA in Merico City
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think Mexico is bigger than-this,” :
said Douglas Clark, president of the - -
Canada-Mexico Chamber of Com-

10se are hopes felt most strongly )

an strip while she hustles Chiclets in
o Rokﬁd:"ﬁééd' of the hu- .

-las Casas, says that half the popula-"
. tion of Chiapas works for less than
".the minifnum' wage of roughly $6 a_ .
-'day. And about 400 families, he says, "
_own much of the arable land, leaving- .

S IR SE IS ey Hillsides, gg%nz%g ' er, a profes-

- sor of history and political science at the Colegio de-México;, ex- -
. pressed shock at the conditions in Chiapas. But he noted that similar’ * -
poverty also exists in the dreary suburbs of Mexico. City. “The gap,
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