
一After a shaky start, Salinas gets tough fast

BY STRYKER McGUIRE

案

n、the first five months of his presiden-

cy, Carlos Salinas de Gortari has

jailed one power餌Iabor boss, One in-

fluential fhancier and one multimiト

Iionaire.often fingered as Mexico’s top

陛

coc証pe tra飴cker. Early last week, inside

Los Pinos, the Mexican White House, an-
other giant was about to fall. Carlos Jongui・

tud Barrios, theくくIeader for life,, ofMexico’s

million"member teachers’union, had been

轟馨轟隷
書COuntry,s largest rabor demonstration in

three ′decades, between. 200,000　and

400’OOO teachers and supporters marched

through the capital, Wildly glad that their

longtime boss was finally gone.

Jonguitud,s capitulation was the latest

in an exceptional series of皿OVeS by a man

who has become a surprisingly forceful

president of Mexico. Salinas,s ability to
govem at all was openly questioned during
the days following his fraud-tainted elec-

tion last summer. Today he is on a roll, and・・

it shows. He is a more relaxed,and 66nfi∴

某誌薯霊討議諾n譲

護

of Los Pinos. A photographer accompany-

ing h血was distressed when it began to

rain.くくHey,・・ said Salinas, looking up at

then, his natural self-aSSuredness

easily to arrogahce when he was

defensive. Today he wears that sel

剛i叩cOn書id8mce anll s書調的皿G7頑i喝yoz僧柚7as α出he JVあまZoJ2’αl励lαCe

、8

A time o=os置i叩fo「 the叩Sidellt紬回the lle咄

the sky,くくnot even I can do anything

about this.’’

A more Pressing question is whether Sa-

1inas can do anything about the massive

economic, POlitical and social problems

that bedevil Mexico. The economy lS

stretched as tight as a drum・ Salinas,s em-

phasis on cutting inflation to less than 2

percent a month and on being the `くmothel

debtor,, is pushing the Mexican peoPle to
the limit. Their real wages continue to drop

steadily and Salinas knows it is unrealistic

to ask for much more belt-tightening. Yet
he also seems unwilling to alter his eco-

nomic course for the time being, Clearly

counting on foreign banks to reduce Mexi-
co,s debt payments, Which last year

amounted to $6.6 billion in interest alone.
くくI have said: nO mOre SaCrifices,,, the presi-

dent told NEWSWEEK. But he also believes

that the present level of sacrifice must con-

tinu。 for 。 While:くくWha七we ne6d during

this transition period while we are negoti-
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